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THE TEACHING UNIVERSITY FOR LONDON.

THE following petition has, we understand, been signed by
a majority of the teachers attached to the Westminster Hos-
pital Medical School, and forwarded to the Privy Council :-

" We, the undersigned, teachers of the Westminster
Hospital Medical School and members of the staff of the
Westminster Hospital, respectfully beg to lay before the
Most Honourable Privy Council the following reasons-in
so far as they concern the Medical Faculty-in support of
the petition now before the said Council from the Associa-
tion for promoting a Teaching University in London :-
1. We fully admit the necessity which exists for providing
a medical degree for students of the metropolitan medical
schools on conditions less restrictive and less prohibitive
than those at present imposed by the University of London.
2. We are of opinion that in any plan proposed to meet this
need there should be an intimate association of the teaching
and examining functions, both being directly controlled by
the same governing body. In such ways do we conceive
that the true principles of a University are to be satisfied.
3. We regard the proposal made by the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons as the least satisfactory
way of meeting the acknowledged requirements, since it
maintains only an indirect association of the teaching and
examining functions, and would merely confer the title of
University on an examining board. Such a plan, we feel
sure, would not provide a satisfactory medical degree, or
one that would be valued as it should by its possessors,
although we fully recognise the excellent general character
of the present examinations of the said board for qualifying
purposes. 4. We are of opinion that either the proposal of
the Association for promoting a Teaching University in
London, or that of the University and King’s Colleges now
before the Privy Council, would satisfy the requirements,
and, by associating together the various teaching bodies
properly qualified, would establish a University that would
be real and not one in name, offering also the opportunity
for compelling some general training in arts, which is in
almost universally accepted accordance with the spirit of a
University degree, and is virtually disregarded by the pro-
posal of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons.
5. Having regard to the legitimate interests of existing
medical schools, we are of opinion that the objects sought
will be best attained by the plan proposed by the Association
for promoting a Teaching University in London."
February,1888. 

_________________

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. :

IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 6182 births
and 3993 deaths were registered during the week ending I
February llth. The annual rate of mortality in these towns.
which had declined in the preceding five weeks from 238 ’ 

I

to 21’9 per 1000, rose again last week to 22’2. During
the first six weeks of the current quarter the death-
rate in these towns averaged 22’8 per 1000, and was 1’7
below the mean rate in the corresponding periods of the
ten years 1878-87. The lowest rates in these towns last
week were 15-2 in Brighton, 16’8 in Derby, 17’4 in Sunder-
land, and 176 in Halifax. The rates ranged upwards in the
other towns to 28’1 in Wolverhampton, 28’2 in Manchester,
28-9 in Plymouth, and 36 4 in Preston. The deaths referred
to the principal zymotic diseases in the twenty-eight towns,
which had been 478 and 506 in the previous two weeks,
declined again last week to 492; they included 212 from
whooping-cough, 74 from scarlet fever, 56 from diph-
theria, 40 from measles, 38 from "fever" (principally
enteric), 36 from small-pox, and 36 from diarrhoea.
No death from any of these zymotic diseases was re-
corded during the week in Brighton, Birkenhead, or

Halifax, whereas they caused the highest death-rates in
Oldham, Blackburn, and Sheffield. The greatest mortality
from whooping-cough occurred in Sunderland, London,
Bolton, Wolverhampton, and Portsmouth; from scarlet fever
in Hull, Blackburn, and Oldham; from measles in Derby,
Blackburn, and Plymouth ; and from " fever " in Nottingham
and Blackburn. Of the 56 deaths from diphtheria in the
twenty-eight towns, 40 occurred in London, 4 in Man-
chester, 2 in Oldham, 2 in Liverpool, and 2 in Hudders- i

field. Small-pox caused 31 deaths in Sheffield, 2 in Oldham,
1 in Bristol, 1 in Leeds, and 1 in Nottingham, but not one in
London or in any of the twenty-three other large provincial
towns. The Metropolitan Asylum hospitals contained 8
small-pox patients on Saturday last, against 7 at the end of
the previous week. The number of scarlet fever patients in
the Metropolitan Asylum hospitals and in the London Fever
Hospital was 1543 at the end of last week, against numbers
declining steadily in the preceding ten weeks from 2704
to 1650; the 153 cases admitted to these hospitals during
the week showed a considerable increase upon recent weekly
numbers. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory
organs in London, which had been 591, 534, and 516 in the
preceding three weeks, further declined last week to 501
and were 111 below the corrected average. The causes of 91, 
or 2-3 per cent., of the deaths in the twenty-eight towns
last week were not certified either by a registered medical
practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death were
duly certified in Newcastle - upon - Tyne, Sunderland,
Leicester, and in four other smaller towns; the largest pro-
portions of uncertified deaths were registered in Hull,
Preston, and Bradford. 

-

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 22’4 per 1000 in each of the preceding two
weeks, was 22’5 in the week ending February llth; this
rate exceeded, by 0 3 the mean rate during the same week in
the twenty-eight large English towns. The rates in the
Scotch towns last week ranged from 14’4 and 15’4 io
Perth and Leith, to 24’0 in Glasgow and 27’5 in Aberdeen.
The 568 deaths in the eight towns showed an increase of
2 upon the number returned in each of the preceding two
weeks, and included 24 which were referred to whooping-
cough, 13 to measles, 8 to scarlet fever, 8 to diphtheria,
7 to diarrhoea, 2 to " fever" (typhus, enteric, or unddined)..
and not one to small-pox; in all, 62 deaths resulted from
these; principal zymotic diseases, against 65 and 69 in the
preceding two weeks. These 62 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 2’5 per 1000, which was 0’2 below the
mean rate last week from the same diseases in the twenty-
eight English towns. The fatal cases of whooping-cough,
which had been 22 and 25 in the preceding two weeks, were
last week 24, and included 12 in Glasgow and 4 in Aberdeen.
The deaths from measles, which had declined from 26 to
9 in the preceding four weeks, rose again last week to 13.
of which 8 occurred in Edinburgh, 3 in Glasgow, and 2 in
Leith. The 8 fatal cases of scarlet fever and of diphtheria
each showed a decline of 4 from the numbers returned
in the previous week; 6 of scarlet fever occurred in Glasgow,.
and the 8 deaths from diphtheria included 4 in Edinburgh
and 3 in Glasgow. The 7 deaths attributed to dia.rrho3&
showed a further decline from recent weekly numbers.
The two deaths referred to "fever" corresponded with the
number in the previous week, and were returned in
Edinburgh and Dundee. The deaths referred to acute
diseases of the respiratory organs in the eight towns, which
had been 138 and 142 in the preceding two weeks, declined
last week to 128. and were 5 below the number returned in
the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 64, or
more than 11 per cent., of the deaths registered during tha
week were not certified. 
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HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been 33
and 29.9 per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, was again
29 9 in the week ending February llth. During the first
six weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the
city averaged 33 2 per 1000, the mean rate during the same
period being 23’1 in London and 240 in Edinburgh. Th&
202 deaths in Dublin last week corresponded with the
number in the previous week; they included 9 which
were referred to whooping-cough, 6 to scarlet fever, 3 to
diarrhoea, 2 to 11 fever " (typhus, enteric, or undefined), 1 two
measles, and not one either to small-pox or diphtheria.
Thus the deaths from these principal zymotic diseases, which
had been 33 and 25 in the preceding two weeks, further
declined last week to 21, and were equal to an annual
rate of 33 per 1000, the rate from the same diseases
being 33 in London and 3.6 in Edinburgh. The fatal cases.
of whooping-cough, " fever," and measles showed a decline
from the numbers in the previous week, while those of scarlet
fever and diarrhoea showed no variation. The deaths af


